
issue 2  2014www.architectureasia.co malaysia Rm25

www.arcasia.org

magazine 
of the 
architects 
regional 
council asia 

arcasia 
awards for
architecture 
2014

a
a

a
2014







the aa team
Lee Chor Wah, Chan Seong Aun, Tony Liew Voon Fun, 
Mohamad Pital Maarof, Dr Veronica Ng Foong Peng

Advisors

Tan Pei Ing, Dr Tan Loke Mun

Editor-in-ChiEf

Lee Chor Wah

ContrACt Editor

Memo Publishing Sdn Bhd

Contributing Editors

Zakia Rahman – Bangladesh (LAB), Wang Xiaojing – China 
(ASC), Chairman Of Media Resource & Publication Committee – 
Hong Kong (HKIA), Vijay Garg – India (LIA), Andra Matin – 
Indonesia (LAI), Takayuki Matsuura – Japan (JIA), Cho In Souk – 
Korea (KIRA), Rui Leao – Macau (MAA), Lee Chor Wah – 
Malaysia (PAM), E Purev Erdene E Tuya – Mongolia (UMA), 
Bishnu Panthee – Nepal (SONA), Arshad Faruqui – Pakistan 
(LAP), Michael T Ang – Philippines (UAP), Ow Chin Cheow – 
Singapore (SIA), Prasanna Silva – Sri Lanka (SLIA), Veerachat 
(Jop) – Thailand (ASA), Nguyen Van Tat – Vietnam (VAA)

publishEr

Pusat Binaan Sdn Bhd
A wholly-owned company of Pertubuhan 
Akitek Malaysia (PAM) on behalf of Arcasia
Wisma Bandar, Level 11, No 18 Jalan Tuanku 
Abdul Rahman, 50100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
T +603 2693 2843  F +603 2693 2849  
E info@architectureasia.co

publishing AgEnCy

Memo Publishing Sdn Bhd
3A15 & 3A16 Kelana Square, Jalan SS7/26 
Kelana Jaya, 47301 Petaling Jaya Selangor
T 603-7880 0730  F 603-7880 2736  
E ask@memo.com.my

printEr

Yamagata Malaysia Sdn Bhd

Architecture Asia is published quarterly. Reproduction in whole or part without 
written permission from the Publisher is strictly prohibited. Architecture Asia 
cannot be held responsible for any unsolicited submission materials. Submission 
materials (manuscripts, photographs, drawings, CDs, etc.) will not be returned 
unless submitted with a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Although every effort 
has been made to ensure accuracy in the preparation of each publication, the 
Publisher, Printer and editorial team/staff accept no responsibilities from any 
effects arising from errors or omissions. Opinions expressed in the publication are 
those of the contributors and not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Printer 
and editorial team/staff.

the magazine of the architects regional council asia (arcasia), an international 
council of presidents of 19 national institutes of architects in the asian region

arcasia office bearers 2014
prEsidEnt  

Tan Pei Ing

ZonE A viCE prEsidEnt  

Swarup G. Koney

ZonE b viCE prEsidEnt  

Edric Marco Florentino

ZonE C viCE prEsidEnt  
Xu Zongwei

honorAry sECrEtAry  
Alvin Lim Hai Seah

honorAry trEAsurEr  
Tan Kim Yan

immEdiAtE pAst prEsidEnt  
George T. Kunihiro

Advisor  
Kun Chang Yi
Syed Akeel Bilgrami

chairmen of arcasia committees
CommittEE of ArChitECturE EduCAtion (ACAE)

Dr Chalay Kunawong

CommittEE on profEssionAl prACtiCE (ACpp)

Ishtiaque Zahir Titas

CommittEE on soCiAl rEsponsibility (ACsr)

Joseph Kwan Mh

CommittEE on grEEn And sustAinAblE AChitECturE (ACgsA)

Ashvinkumar Kantilal



member institutes

bangladesh
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS  
BANGLADESH (IAB)
House 11 Road 4
Dhanmondi R/A
Dhaka 1205 Bangladesh
T/F +00 8802 8611454
E iab@truebd.com
W www.iab.com.bd
President: Abu Sayeed M Ahmed

bhutan
BHUTAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS (BIA)
Post box 233, Thimphu, Bhutan
T +975 1794 6075
F +975 232 1285
E  bhutanarchitects@gmail.com
W www.bhutanarchitects.org
President: Dorji Yangki

China
THE ARCHITECTURAL  
SOCIETY OF CHINA (ASC)
9 Sanlihe Road
Beijing China 100835
T +00 86 10 8808 2236
F +00 86 10 8808 2222
E asc@mail.cin.gov.cn
W www.chinaasc.org
President: Che Shujian

China
THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE  
OF ARCHITECTS (HKIA)
19th Floor One Hysan Avenue
Causeway Bay P O Box 20334
Hong Kong
T +00 852 2511 6323
F +00 852 2519 6011
E hkiasec@hkia.org.hk
W www.hkia.net
President: Fong Yin Suen Ada

india
THE INDIAN INSTITUTE  
OF ARCHITECTS (IIA)
Prospect Chambers Annexe 5th Floor
Dr D N Road Fort Mumbai
400 001 India
T +00 91 22 204 6972
F +00 91 22 283 2516
E iia@vsnl.com
W www.iia-india.org
President: Prakash S. Deshmukh

indonesia
IKATAN ARSITEK INDONESIA (IAI)
Gedung Jakarta Design Center Lt 7
Jalan Gatot Subroto Kav 53
Jakarta 10260 Indonesia
T +62 21 5305715
F +62 21 5304722
E iai-nasional@cbn.net.id
W www.iai.or.id
President: Munichy B. Edress

JaPan
JAPAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS (JIA)
JIA-Kan 2-3-18 Jingu-mae Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 150 0001 Japan
T +00 81 3 3408 7125
F +00 81 3 3408 7129
E myasuda@jia.or.jp
W www.jia.or.jp
President: Taro Ashihara

Korea  
KOREA INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED  
ARCHITECTS (KIRA)
1603-55 Seocho-dong Seocho-gu
Seoul 137-877 Korea
T +82-2-3415-6826~7
F +82-2-3415-6899
E secretary@kira.or.kr
W www.kira.or.kr
President: Kim Young Soo

maCau  
ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION OF  
MACAU (AAM)
Avenida do Coronel Mesquita No 2F
P O Box 3091 Macau
T +00 853 28 703458
F +00 853 28 704089
E macauaam@macau.ctm.net
W www.macaoarchitects.com
President: Ben Chong

malaYsia  
PERTUBUHAN AKITEK MALAYSIA (PAM)
Wisma Bandar
Level 11, No 18 Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman
50100 Kuala Lumpur Malaysia
T +603 2693 4182
F +603 2692 8782
E info@pam.org.my
President: Chan Seong Aun

mongolia  
THE UNION OF MONGOLIAN  
ARCHITECTS (UMA)
P O Box 59
Ulaanbataar 20a
Mongolia
T +00 9761 1321 610
F +00 9761 1310 638
E uma_gc@magicnet.mn
W www.uma.org.mn
President: Khurelbaatar Erdenesaikhan

PaKistan  
THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS  
PAKISTAN (IAP)
ST 1/A Block 2
Kehkashan Clifton
Karachi 75600 Pakistan
T +00 9221 588 3865
F +00 9221 588 5060
E info@iap.com.pk
W www.iap.com.pk
President: Sardar M Jahangir Khan Sherpao

PhilliPines  
UNITED ARCHITECTS OF  
THE PHILIPPINES (UAP)
53 Scout Rallos
Quezon City
1103 Philippines
T +00 63 2 412 6364
F +00 63 2 372 1796
E uapnational@yahoo.com
W www.united-architects.org
President: Rozanno C Rosal

singaPore  
SINGAPORE INSTITUTE OF  
ARCHITECTS (SIA)
79B Neil Road
Singapore 088904
T +65 6226 2668
F +65 6226 2663
E info@sia.org.sg
W www.sia.org.sg
President: Theodore Chan

sri lanKa  
SRI LANKA INSTITUTE OF  
ARCHITECTS (SLIA)
120/7 Vidya Mawanta
Off Wijerama Mawanta
Colombo 7 Sri Lanka
T +00 94 1 697109 / 691710
F +00 94 1 682757
E sliagen@sltnet.lk
W www.slia.lk
President: Prof Chitra Weddikkara

thailand  
THE ASSOCIATION OF SIAMESE  
ARCHITECTS (ASA)
Under Royal Patronage
248/1 Soi Soonvijai 4 (soi 17)
Rama IX Road Bangkapi Huay Kwang
Bangkok 10310 Thailand
T +00 66 2 319 4124
F +00 66 2 319 6419
E foreign affair@asa.or.th
W www.asa.or.th
President: Sunantapat Chalermpanth

Vietnam  
VIETNAM ASSOCIATION OF  
ARCHITECTS (VAA)
23 Dinh Tien Hoang Street
Hoan Kiem District
Hanoi Vietnam
T +00 84 4 825 3648
F +00 84 4 934 0262
E hoiktsvn@hn.vnn.vn
W www.kienviet.net
President: Nguyen Tan Van

nePal  
SOCIETY OF NEPALESE  
ARCHITECTS (SONA)
Jung Hem Hiranya Complex
Tripureshawor
G P O Box 20461
Kathmandu Nepal
T +00 977 1 426 2252
E sona@htp.com.np
W www.sonanepal.com
President: Swarap Gurung Koney

laos  
THE ASSOCIATION OF LAO ARCHITECTS
AND CIVIL ENGINEER (ALACE)
7 Phonthan Road Saysetha District
PO Box 8806 Vientiane Capital Laos
T (856-21) 41 6056, 41 3896
E info@alace.org.la
W www.alace.org.la
President: Phonexay Southiphong



editor’s 
message

good 
work 

wanted

have your ideas or works published in architecture asia.
we welcome project or article submissions for publishing consideration. 

contact: ask@memo.com.my for submission guidelines and further info.

It Is quIte common for the results of awards to be kept secret until the time of the award presentation. 

understandably, promoters of awards and competitions do this to keep participants and interested parties in 

suspense, by not announcing the winners until the last minute. it heightens the excitement among shortlisted 

contenders and keeps the audience in anxious anticipation for the final results. but what is the cost of this 

dramatic show?

the dilemma hinges on something present at all ceremonies: attendee turnouts. award hosts use the hype 

generated by the wait as a form of currency to draw more guests, but it is risky. i have always had mixed feelings 

about not disclosing the winners prior to the award ceremony. unfortunately, this means some winners might not 

turn up for the event; and many winners are also reluctant to invite their staff, guests, consultants, contractors, and 

of course their clients for fear that they may not win the big prize. some clients might also be embarrassed by it.

what if the winners are informed before the award ceremony? what are the possible consequences of such an 

arrangement? the sense of excitement and anticipation would be reduced, true – but on the other hand, it is usually 

only the participants and especially the shortlisted ones who would feel this way. the majority of the audience at the 

award ceremony would be just as happy to clap for anyone who wins. those who do not clinch the big prizes might 

not buy dinner tables for the ceremony. will they still turn up? most likely so, as even a mention is still an award. 

in fact, being shortlisted is already an honour by itself. will they buy tables for the event? most likely not. but what 

promoters lose in such dinner table sales can be offset by the larger number of tables bought by the main winners. 

imagine this: if you have won a gold award, would you not buy a table each for your staff, your clients, and your 

consultants? you might even buy a few more tables for your contractors and sub-contractors just to share the joy!

promoters of architectural awards also like to compare their awards to the academy awards, commonly known 

as the oscars. but are they really comparable? yes, they both keep the winners under wraps until the night of the 

award ceremony. beyond that, they are quite different. while architecture awards usually confer awards only to 

architects, i.e. the equivalent of the best director, the academy awards give recognition to a larger pool of people 

involved in the film industry such as cinematography, music and song, sound mixing and editing, costume design…

even the make-up artists and hairstylists get the chance to receive the oscar statuette on stage, in front of millions 

of viewers around the world. it would be interesting to see how far architecture awards can stretch to recognize 

contributors too.

while it is all well and good for architects to pat each other’s backs for their success and recognition, we should 

keep in mind that a great building requires more than just the creativity of the architect. it also requires a great client, 

a great team of consultants and contractors, and even the support of local authorities and communities.

this is the second time architecture asia is dedicating the entire issue to the arcasia awards for architecture 

or the aaa. congratulations to all winners, participants, team members, contributors and of course the promoter, 

arcasia, for another successful cycle of the aaa.

lee chor wah

editor-in-chief

architecture asia
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HOW aRe We TO ReJUVenaTe SUCH a LOng eSTaBLiSHeD PROFeSSiOn in aSia?
THe aCa 16 in KUaLa LUMPUR WiLL aTTeMPT TO DO JUST THaT.

classical architecture was “rejuvenated” during the renaissance after a lapse of around 1,500 years. and it has 

since enjoyed a number of revivals or rejuvenations, including neoclassicism, classical revivals followed by 

post modernism. in a shorter span of time, modernism also has its fair share of revivals, reinterpretations, and 

transformative rejuvenations since its inception, from international style through constructivism, deconstruction, 

minimalism and even tropical modernism.

in contemporary architecture, rejuvenation happens in the process from simple renovation work of breathing 

new life to an old building, and redevelopment of an old neighbourhood to the design of brand new buildings and 

the transformation of an entire city such as the catalystic guggenheim that rejuvenated bilbao. it is also about 

rejuvenating the heritage areas, rivers, transient spaces and lost spaces in the city such as the revitalization of 

cheonggyecheon in seoul, Xintiandi in shanghai, clark Quay in singapore, and malacca river in malaysia.

in the spirit of the new asian renaissance and the impending dominance of china and india in the world 

economy where developments are transforming asia cities at breakneck pace, what are the issues facing modern 

asian architecture today? how do we rejuvenate asian architecture? is it not already young and youthful? how do 

we restrore asian architecture to its original state? do we really want to rejuvenate it to its original state, and what 

was it the fi rst place?

to facilitate the quest for answers to these questions, we have assembled a line-up of renowned architects 

and designers from around the globe to share how they have rejuvenated places and spaces in their own design 

works, and through these, to explore how we could stimulate and invigorate the dynamism of the architecture 

profession in asia.

aCa 16 in KUaLa LUMPUR – COMe anD Be ReJUVenaTeD! 

stimulation to a renewed vigour and dynamism in 
the profession and the process of creative output

rejuvenation is variously defi ned as making something look younger or more vital, or giving 
a new vigor to something, or restoring something to an original or even a new state of 
being. architecture being one of the oldest professions has indeed undergone many cycles 
of development, transformation and revival – a variety of rejuvenations over the millennia.
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aRCaSia corporate 
partners / aCa16 platinum 
sponsors

roca malaysia sdn bhd 

sika kimia sdn bhd

aCa16 platinum sponsors

akZo nobel paints (malaysia) sdn bhd 

feruni ceramiche sdn bhd

aaa awards 2014

the architects’ regional council 
of asia is most appreciative of our 
corporate partners and aca16 
platinum sponsors who have 
generously contributed towards 
the success of the arcasia 
awards for architecture 2014

2014
aaa
partners & 
sponsors
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the inaugural bi-annual arcasia awards for architecture, held 
during the aca 5 lahore in 1992, was aimed at recognizing 
exemplary works done by architects working in asia. it was not 
only a celebration of the asian spirit, but it was a concerted 
effort to develop and improve the asian built environment. at the 
same time, it is also to emphatically advertise the critical roles of 
architecture and architects in the socio-economic and cultural life 
of asian countries.
  this award demonstrates that good architecture is one of 
the main determinants of positive influences that will affect the 
built environment, especially in the asian context. the dichotomy, 
clashes of values and deep cultural psyche affecting the asian 
mentality in coming to terms with the western economic concept 
of a developed status of a country, presents many opportunities for 
our aspiring architects to truly set a new benchmark in the global 
architectural landscape. hence this award is not only to give due 
recognition to innovative and unique solutions to both the human 
and challenging physical environment in the asian context, but it 
can also be the beacon for the future directions in the rejuvenation 
of holistic human habitation that is in harmony with nature and 
human evolution.
  as part of my vision for the rejuvenation of arcasia, which 
i have adopted in my presidency and with the mandate from 
the arcasia council at the 33rd council meeting in bali, we 
restructured the arcasia awards for architecture and rebranded 
the award as ‘aaa’ and made it as an annual event.
  my objective is to elevate the awards to a much higher 
standard and benchmark the awards to be at par with other 
internationally recognised architecture awards. this will fulfill one 
of arcasia’s primary visions to promote the design talents of 
architects within the asia region, by giving due recognition to the 
award winners and promoting their design excellence to a global 
audience.
  when the inaugural aaa 2013 was introduced last year, 
we had an overwhelming response from our members. for the 
record, we received close to 200 submissions. the awards were 
successfully concluded despite the extremely tight time schedule, 
and were presented by the honorable president of nepal. this is 
probably the first time in the history of arcasia awards where it 
received such national recognition and honour. 
 the calling of nominations for aaa2014 was launched in 
february 2014, and closed in april 2014. we have received an 
overwhelming response with more than 270 submissions; which 
is more than a 30% increase in participation, as compared to 
aaa2013. the awards presentation ceremony and celebration 
dinner, together with the exhibition of the winning entries, will be 
held in conjunction with aca16 in kuala lumpur. the winning 
entries will also be exhibited together with the aaa2013 award 

message from 
the arcasia 

president  
Tan Pei ing

entries at the uia durban congress, which will be held in august 
2014. we will be rigorously promoting the awards not just among 
arcasia members, but also globally.
 in my inaugural speech as the president of arcasia, i spoke 
about my deep passion for ‘architecture for humanity’ and pledged 
to make this as one of the key agenda during my presidency. i believe 
that good architecture is also about people and the community. i am 
very glad to note that we have received a lot more submissions in 
2 new categories of awards, which were introduced as part of this 
agenda: ‘sustainability and socially responsible’ architecture. this 
demonstrates the increasing awareness of architects on the virtues 
of ‘responsible architecture’.
  this special edition of architecture asia, the official journal of 
arcasia, is dedicated to document the aaa2014 award entries 
and record the great works created by our architects in asia, and it 
will also serve as an arcasia promotional material.
  the various architectural stories among our winners also tell 
of remarkable endeavours; some that were achieved under harsh 
environments with tremendous limitations. they serve not only to 
foster greater levels of creativity but also promote the virtues of 
resourcefulness. all of these architectural works will lift the human 
spirit and celebrate our humanity. they will also inspire us and fuel 
our ambition and commitment to excel.
  i strongly urge all of us to be committed to improve the quality 
of human life through design. as architects, our ability to create and 
design sets us apart from others in the building industry, as design 
is the key differentiator in a progressive creative economy. we 
must therefore not lose sight that this is the main distinction of our 
profession – our ability to design. there is an urgent need for closer 
collaboration and cooperation among us all to promote excellence in 
design, nurture the design talents of the architects within our region, 
showcase their works and demonstrate that their talents can equate 
if not surpass those of international repute.
 
i wish to express my personal appreciation to the following:  
-     our arcasia corporate partners, whose invaluable support 

has helped us achieve our mission for the aaa2014;
-  pertubuhan akitek malaysia (pam) for generously hosting the 

final judging in kuala lumpur and the wonderful hospitality 
shown to all members of the jury;

-  the convenor of aaa2014 who has conducted and 
facilitated the entire submission and judging process; and

-  the panel of jury who are so passionate and professional in 
the entire judging process.

 
on behalf of arcasia, i congratulate each and every winner of the 
arcasia awards for architecture 2014. may this recognition spur 
you on to even greater works in the future.

2014
aaa

arcasia 
awards for
architecture 

architecture asia  issue 2  2014 7



arcasia 
awards for
architecture 

8 architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



ARCASIA AWARDS FOR ARCHITECTURE (AAA) is an endeavour to raise the 
standard of the built environment throughout Asia in general and in ARCASIA 
member countries in particular, in order to encourage and recognize 
exemplary works done by architects working in Asia. The first three in a two-
year cycle of Awards were given every two years, beginning in 1992 during 
the Asian Congress of Architects (ACA) that was organized by ARCASIA. 
The fourth Award was given in 1998 during the 7th ACA held in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. From 1999, the Awards were adjudged during the year in which 
the ARCASIA Forum was held, and conferred in the year in which ARCASIA 
holds its congress. In 2012, AAA was restructured from a 2-year to 1-year 
cycle, and the judging and conferment of Awards are now within the same 
year as the Forum or ACA. An independent jury panel consisting of leading 
architects of Asia are nominated by the ARCASIA Council to assess and 

determine the winners.

Objective Of AAA
The aim of the AAA is to acknowledge exemplary architectural work, and in 
doing so, encourage the sustenance of the Asian spirit, the development and 
improvement of the Asian built environment and enhancement of the awareness 
of the role of architects in the socio-economic and cultural life of Asian 
countries. The AAA also intends to demonstrate that good architecture is a major 
component of the positive influence on the human environment, and that physical 
development in Asia need not be in disharmony with the cultural values, national 
identity or the natural environment of developing countries in Asia.

architecture asia  issue 2  2014 9
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and Compliance), the recent amendments 
to the Uniform Building By Law and the 
Architect’s Act, just to name a few. She is 
also a strong advocate on the promotion 
of the green movement and sustainable 
development, and was actively involved 
with the formation of Malaysia’s Green 
Building Index, jointly established by PAM 
and the Association of Consulting 
Engineers. She has been appointed as a 
Director since its inception in 2009. She 
was also the Alternative Council Member 
of Region IV of the International Union of 
Architects (UIA) 2008-2011 and Member of 
UIA Vision and Strategic Planning 
Committee for the term 2008–2011 and 
2011-2014. She was elected as Deputy 
Chairman for Zone B of ARCASIA 
(Architects Regional Council Asia) in 2006 
and she was elected as the President-Elect 
of ARCASIA in 2011. She has taken position 
as the President of ARCASIA in 2013 for 
the term of 2 years.

KhAiriAh tAlhA 
Khairiah Talha qualified as a Town Plan-
ner from the University of Melbourne, 
Australia. She has 32 years experience 
as an Urban Planner, both in the 

tAn Pei ing
Tan Pei Ing graduated from the University 
of Melbourne, Australia with honours in 
her Bachelor of Architecture degree in 
1984. She is the past president of PAM and 
current president of ARCASIA, and runs 
her own practice, PI Architect. Her works 
over the years include IOI Mall, the IOI 
Business Park, clubhouses, service 
apartments, shops, industrial buildings 
and the Palm Garden Marriott Hotel in 
Putrajaya, which won the 2003 FIABCI 
Award under the hotel category. Her firm 
has also won the BCI Asia Top 10 
Architects Malaysia 2011 and 2013 and the 
4th 2S Architectural Glass Award 2011. She 
has been active in representing PAM and 
the Board of Architects (Malaysia) in many 
meetings with government organisations, 
such as the Ministry of Housing and local 
Government, and the Ministry of Works. 
She has been involved in matters of 
national importance such as the drafting 
of the amendment to the Housing 
Development Act and several regulations 
and laws relating to the building industry, 
including the drafting of the amendment 
to the Act on self-certification by 
architects (Certification of completion 

2

AbOut ArcASiA
ARCASIA, or the Architects Regional Council of Asia, is an 
organization of nineteen national institutes of architects from 
the Asian region, extending from Pakistan in the west to 
Philippines in the east, the Peoples Republic of China in the 
north to Indonesia in the south.

The objectives of ARCASIA are:
_ To unite National Institutes of Architects on a democratic 

basis throughout the Asian region, to foster friendly, 
Intellectual, artistic, educational and scientific ties.

_ To foster and maintain professional contacts, mutual 
cooperation and assistance among Member Institutes.

_ To represent architects of the Member Institutes at 
 national and international levels.
_ To promote the recognition of the architects role in 

society.
_ To promote the development and education of architects 

and architectural professional in their service to society 
and;

_ To promote research and technical advancement in the 
field of the built environment.

_ The Council of the ARCASIA consists of all the Presidents 
of the National Institutes. The organization itself serves as 
an extension for each Member Institute’s regional pro-
gram and relations. Annual Meetings are held in different 
Member Institute countries to deliberate and to give col-
lective directions and representation to matters that affect 
the architectural profession in the Asian region.

MeMber inStituteS
The current membership of ARCASIA consists of the 
following National Institutes of Architects:
_ AAM Architects Association of Macau
_ ALACE Association of Lao Architects and Civil Engineers
_ ASA Association of Siamese Architects
_ BIA Bhutan Institute of Architects 
_ ASC The Architectural Society of China
_ HKIA Hong Kong Institutes of Architects
_ IAB Institute of Architects Bangladesh
_ IAI Ikatan Arsitek Indonesia
_ IAP Institute of Architects Pakistan
_ IIA Indian Institute of Architects
_ JIA Japan Institute of Architects
_ KIRA Korea Institute of Registered Architects
_ PAM Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia
_ SIA Singapore Institute of Architects
_ SLIA Sri Lanka Institute of Architects
_ SONA Society of Nepalese Architects
_ UAP United Architects of Philippines
_ UMA Union of Mongolian Architects
_ VAA Vietnam Association of Architects

belOW, frOM left: Tan Pei Ing; Khairiah Talha; Keisuke Maeda; Rafiq Azam; Kazi Khaleed Ashraf
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government service and in the private 
sector. She has been managing her own 
practice in the field of urban planning, 
urban design and planning research 
since 1996. She has held several major 
positions in national and international 
professional organizations, amongst 
which are as President of the Malaysian 
Institute of Planners for 2 terms (1999- 
2003), Council Member of the Malaysian 
Institute of Planners (1995-1999); (2003-
2013), Secretary General of the Eastern 
Regional Organization for Planning and 
Human Settlements (EAROPH) for 8 years 
(2002-2010), Honorary President of EA-
ROPH, Council Member of International 
Federation of Housing and Planning 
(IFHP) which is based in the Hague, Neth-
erlands, Board of Advisors to Ministry 
of Federal Territories (2012-2016), and 
appointed UNDP’s Urban Development 
Specialist – Green technology aplication 
for the Development of Low Carbon 
Cities (2014). Madam Khairiah was also a 
member of the team from the Malaysian 
Institute of Planners who worked on the 
Low Carbon Cities Framework (LCCF) 
and Assessment System document for 
the Ministry of Energy, Water and Green 
Technology, Malaysia. She currently 

leads the training on Low Carbon Cities 
Framework and Assessment System for 
the Ministry and the Malaysian Green 
Technology Corporation, and other gov-
ernment agencies at Federal, State and 
local levels.

KeiSuKe MAedA
Keisuke Maeda graduated from the 
Department of Architecture, Kokushikan 
University in 1998, and established his 
own practice, UID architects, in 2003. His 
prolific body of works have garnered vari-
ous awards, including the JIA Selected 
Architectural Designs, JIA CHUGOKU Ar-
chitecture Award, ARCASIA Award Gold 
Medal (2013/2014 and 2011/2012), and 
Dedalo Minosse 2007/2008 International 
Prize For Commissioning A Building - AS-
SOARCHITETTI PRIZE UNDER 40. He is 
also a lecturer at the Hiroshima Institue 
of Technology, Fukuyama City University 

and Kobe Design University. 

rAfiq AzAM
Rafiq Azam is the principal architect of 
Shattoto, an architecture firm based in 
Dhaka with a focus on “architecture for 
green living”. Formed in 1995, Shatotto 
intends to unearth the lost history and 
heritage of Bengal and recreate the miss-
ing link of its urban and rural culture. 
Shatotto also tries to bridge the gaps 
between architectural values and the cur-
rent crisis of a responsible architecture, 
in order to generate conversation among 
people, communities and nature for a 
healthy society. Rafiq Azam graduated 
in 1989 from Bangladesh Engineering 
University (BUET), Dhaka. His many 
awards in both art and architectural work 
include: three-time recipient of World 
Architecture Community Award 2008-
09, short listed in Leading European 
Architects Forum Award 09, Emerging 
Architect of the world by Urban Land 
USA 08, AR Emerging Award London 

07, finalist for Aga Khan Awards for 
Architecture 04 and 07, Berger Award 
for Excellence 07, Kenneth F. Brown Asia 
Pacific Culture and Design Award USA 
07, four-time recipient of South Asian 
Awards for Architecture. Azam has also 
lectured extensively around the world at 
numerous institutions and seminars. He 
has commenced 5 yearly scholarships for 
Architecture students in Australia, Paki-
stan, India and Bangladesh named “Rafiq 
Azam Travel Bursary” (RATB).

KAzi KhAleed AShrAf
Kazi Khaleed Ashraf is a Bangladeshi 
architect, urbanist and architectural 
researcher. Ashraf received his Bachelor 
of Architecture from BUET in 1983, and 
later his Masters from MIT and PhD from 
University of Pennsylvania. Currently a 
professor of architecture at the University 
of Hawaii, he also taught at the University 
of Pennsylvania, Temple University and 
Pratt Institute. Ashraf received the Pierre 
Vago Journalism Award from the Interna-
tional Committee of Architectural Critics 
for the architectural design publication 
Made in India. He has co-authored a 
number of publications with the architect 
Saif Ul Haque. He is also a cartoonist 
and co-founder of the cartoon magazine 
Unmad. His research interests include 
architecture and asceticism, intersec-
tions of architecture and landscape, and 
contemporary Asian architecture and 
urbanism. His publications include Louis 
Kahn’s Capital Complex in Bangladesh, 
An Architecture of Independence: The 
Making of Modern South Asia, and more 
recently the AD special issue Made in 
India which received the Pierre Vago 
Journalism Award from the Committee 
of International Critics. He is currently 
working on two publication projects: The 
Hermit’s Hut: Architecture and Asceti-
cism in India, and Hometown: Narratives 
of Spatial Affiliation (with Jyoti Puri).
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AAA2014
convenor’s report

We are pleased to announce that the AAA2014 Jury Panel has concluded their judging in Kuala Lumpur on 6 May 2014, 

hosted by Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM).

MeMbers of Jury Panel for aaa2014

1. President of ARCASIA, Architect Tan Pei Ing from Malaysia;

2. An eminent non-architect personality from the host country of Forum/Congress where the Awards are to be 

adjudged, Town Planner Khairiah Talha from Malaysia;

3. An Architect from ARCASIA Zones other than the country represented by the President of ARCASIA,  

Architect Keisuke Maeda from Japan;

4. An Architect from ARCASIA Zones other than the country represented by the President of ARCASIA,  

Architect Rafiq Azam from Bangladesh; and

5. An eminent Architect from any region other than the ARCASIA Region, Architect Prof. Kazi Ashraf from the USA.

Online nominations for AAA2014 was launched on 24th February 2014 with over 600 registrations received, mainly 

from ARCASIA member countries. Upon the closing of nominations, the Awards Committee received 276 complete 

submissions for the 10 Award Categories.

After the first stage of online judging, the five-member Jury shortlisted 60 nominations for the final deliberation at the 

Jury Meeting on 6th May 2014 in Kuala Lumpur. These shortlisted entries were deliberated in an open discussion by 

all Jury members. During the judging process, the Jury Panel reassigned some of the nominated projects to more 

appropriate categories than that stated in the applicants’ submissions.

The Jury concluded their deliberation with 32 selected projects to receive the prestigious Awards of AAA2014. 

The Jury was impressed by the large number of entries and praised ARCASIA for their diligence in making the Awards 

the success that it has become. The Jury also acknowledged contributions by architects who have illustrated a wide 

variety of architectural works.

The Awards Committee thanks all ARCASIA Member Institutes and the participating architects for their efforts and 

support. We wish ARCASIA all the best in future AAAs and believe there will be even greater achievements in time to 

come.

Congratulations to all recipients of AAA2014.

wAn sofiAh wAn ishAk

COnvenOR

ArcAsiA AwArds for Architecture 2014
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The challenge of this project was to ‘un-balinese’ the 
typical Balinese villa form — both in terms of image and 
function — while retaining the intangible essence of the 
place. The idea was to question notions of the typical home 
and to un-do conventions in search of a new domestic 
idiom. The notion of the home, the house, and the 
dwelling was dismantled (the typical courtyard house re-
thought), re-examined (the common thatch-roof elements 
substituted), and re-constructed (rather than traditional 
timber, steel was used extensively) into a new image and 
living environment.

Questions about how a house functions were asked. 
The idea here was to create a wandering, endless, fluid, 
common living space that meanders through the site, in an 
s-shape manner. The s-shape form provides for an entry 
court in front and a private water court in the rear. The idea 
was to create a series of spaces without definite borders 
which fosters a communal living experience downstairs. 
Access to private quarters are then made through separate 
individual staircases up to separate elevated ‘barns’ 
upstairs. Effectively, the barns become 3 separate little villas 
within the house. The barns sit on an upper garden, the 
‘piano nobile’, are-constituted ground plane. 

As building conventions in Bali defer from those abroad, 
constructing the house was a challenge in every aspect. 
Drawings were un-drawn as per site conditions, detailing 
were re-thought according to local expertise, materials 
substituted due to local limitations. These ‘negatives’ 
paradoxically enhanced the eventual product. Due to 
lack of provisions in Bali, elements of the house had to be 
constructed elsewhere then shipped to Bali. For instance, 
the steels staircases were manufactured in Jakarta, windows 
in Surabaya, and aluminium cladding again from Jakarta.

svarga residence 
@ batujimbar

AAA AWARDS 2014

A1 
single family residential projects

bAtujimbAR, iNDONESiA

LOCATION

2012

YEAR COMPLETED

RENE tAN

ARCHITECT   

category a 
residential projects

GOLD
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AAA AWARDS 2014

svarga residence @ batujimbarA1 

JURY’S CITATION
a contemporary, 
elegant house with 
new interpretations of 
traditional architecture 
in its application of new 
materials and detailing. 
the composition of 
spaces overlooking 
each other, opening up 
visual connections and 
interactions very much 
maintains the essence of 
Balinese architecture.
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AAA AWARDS 2014

A1 
single family residential projects

NANjiNg, CHiNA

LOCATION

2011

YEAR COMPLETED

ZHOu KAi

ARCHITECT   

category a 
residential projects

plot 1, foshou lake
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In 2003, as the curators, Arata Isozaki 
and Liu Jiakun held the Chinese 
Architectural Practice Exhibition with 
globalization and localization as the 
theme. In the exhibition ten architects 
at home and ten abroad were invited 
to complete a 500sqm workshop 
to express their own architectural 
concept. Plot 1 is the architect’s 
submission. 

Seen from the perspective of the 
lake, the architecture only stretches a 
corner with most of the body hidden 
in the dense forest. This can not only 
avoid the architecture’s impact to the 
natural environment, but also creates 
a sense of detachment and seclusion 
from the world.

The first time the architect 
saw the site, two words occured: 
seclusion and plainness. Seclusion 
is a kind of desire and pursuit of 
silence which is detached from city 
and embedded with nature. Plainness 
is the harmonious and friendly 
balance between the architecture and 
nature by means of simple forms. 
While conforming to the features of 
topography, the architecture creates a 
world of its own. 

As the base is mountainous and 
surrounded by water, the elevation 
becomes the designing limit. The 
solution was to adhere to the principle 
of clinging to mountains and adjoining 
water; trying to avoid the excavation 
and transportation of earth and at 
the same time to keep the layout of 
structures in order. It adopts natural 
processing methods to make the 
architecture simple and concise. 

When viewed across the 
lake, the scenery is charming and 
beautiful. Hence the project strategy 
is to minimize the building scale 
and integrate the building into the 
environment. To achieve this, the 
building is embedded into the steep 
slope, and the roof is on the same 
level of the road. From the road 
people can barely see the building, 
thus the main scenic spot can still be 
in sight. 

11
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the nest

AAA AWARDS 2014

category a 
residential projects A1 

single family residential projects

biNH DuONg PROViNCE, 
ViEtNAm

LOCATION

2013

YEAR COMPLETED

HOA HiEP NguYEN

ARCHITECT   

MENTION

22 architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



ThIs house was designed for 
a middle-aged client who is 
a veteran of the architecture 
magazine publishing scene in 
Vietnam. He wanted a private 
and green place to rest and 
enjoy his books within a limited 
budget. Both the architect and 
client came up with the idea that 
the house should be green, but 
not compromise its comfort, 
functionaility, and must especially 
not exceed the budget of only 
about USD17,000. Within this 
constraints, a steel structure was 
adopted, not only to make the 
foundation lighter, but also to 
help shorten the construction 
period and save costs as well. The 
house-frame is covered and filled 
in-between by plants, so from a 
distance, the house takes on the 
appearance of a green box. Among 
these ‘cool-metal’ bars, nature 
presents and defines itself.

Furthermore, unused or 
abandoned furniture and materials 
are used not only to reduce 
construction costs, but also to give 
the house its distinctive look – with 
the beauty or serenity that comes 
with aged materials. The house 
is structured into two vertical 
parts; two private bedrooms on 
the upper floor, while the kitchen 
and living room are on the ground 
floor are open to nature without 
any doors or windows. This blurs 
the boundary between the inside 
and the outside. Additionally, by 
diminishing the living space to just 
being sufficiently sized, with the 
rest left uncontrolled, the natural 
environment is made larger and 
closer, as at any views from the 
house, trees can be observed in 
its full beauty. In a sense, trees are 
used as the building’s walls, and 
the house provides a variety of 
links between these trees and the 
house’s occupants.

11
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vanke tangyue 
townhouse

AAA AWARDS 2014

A2 
multiple family residential complexes

guANgDONg, CHiNA

LOCATION

2009

YEAR COMPLETED

ZHOu KAi

ARCHITECT   

category a 
residential projects

GOLD

one of The crITerIa for this townhouse was to preserve the natural 
landscape on the building lot to the greatest extent possible, and to create 
a community which is suitable for holiday-taking or living in Shenzhen, 
Dongguan and the surrounding areas. The project aims to create a low-
density oriental-style luxury themed modern living environment, with 
“water” as the theme, expressing the importance of water in oriental living 
aesthetics. Construction commenced in August 2007and was completed in 
April 2009. 

With farmland conservation areas in the east side, Dapingzhang 
Forest Park and Mission Hills Golf Club in the west side, reservoirs, forests 
and a golf course in the south side, reservoirs and lakeside landscape 
zone in the north side, and surrounded by Xiagongyan Reservoir, Qidong 
Reservoir and Xiannv Lake, the project has a broad vision with abundant 
water. Being located in the lakeside sloping land, it has convenient 
transportation, fertile soil and excellent land quality. 

The integrity of buildings, the harmony, unity of proportion and the 
picturesque disorder of spatial volume was taken into full consideration 
so as to embody the essence of oriental life. As for the facade style, 
traditional grey bricks are used as the keynote, with grey travertine serving 
as a foil. On this basis, wooden and metal components in natural colors 
are interspersed so as to outline the modern charm within an elegant 
traditional style. As there are hills and a water landscape in the building 
site, design constraints occurred when it came to the disposal of elevation 
in each position and the well-proportioned arrangement of different 
building groups. The solution adopted was to stick to the principle of 
‘building near hills and water’ – based on the orderly arranged building 
groups, excavation and the moving of earth and rocks was minimized, and 
natural techniques were employed to keep it neat and simple. 

Due to the generous amounts of space between buildings, a central 
green land is formed in the community, the narrowness of space created 
by the building in the front row is reduced, and the width and depth of the 
center of the community is increased. With the flowing and comfortable 
form and the central landscape zone in the community, an environment 
that connects with the earlier phase of buildings is created. With green areas 
extended to each residential unit, a networked green system is established 
and the balanced advantages of all units sharing green land is realized. 
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vanke tangyue townhouseA2 

JURY’S CITATION
an expressive use of materials with articulated composition of varying textures, and exceptional 
detailing that transforms the monotony of multiple housing into a unified singular appearance.
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kent vale 
– faculty housing
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SiNgAPORE

LOCATION

2012

YEAR COMPLETED

SiEW mAN KOK

ARCHITECT   

category a 
residential projects A2 

multiple family residential complexes
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locaTed aT a pIvoTal landmark 
standing at the gateway to the 
existing university campus, the 
National University of Singapore 
Faculty Housing bridges the 
realms of domesticity and civic 
monumentality. The challenge 
for the architect lay in the 
melding of distinct users: firstly 
a new administrative center and 
a bold statement of the client’s 
vision for a new campus ideal, 
and secondly, a quiet oasis for 
residents to interact and enjoy. 
This was achieved through 
purposeful and deliberate spatial 
hierarchy, transitioning from 
bold public galleries to discreet 
private spaces sensitive to the 
human scale.

The design embraces the 
climate and place. From the lush 
greenery that is extensive on the 
ground up to the sky terraces 
and rooftops of the tower blocks, 
residents are drawn out to the 
landscape in every possible way. 
The agenda is to provide ample 
opportunities for interaction 
and in the process, build 
communities and memories. The 
building and apartment layout, 
reflects the unique tropical 
climate that allows one to enjoy 
the natural light and breeze, 
through sensible orientation 
and custom design controllable 
screens, which act as sun shade 
as well as privacy screens. Sky 
Terraces interspersed at every 
four storeys allow residents to 
cluster around them. These 
smaller scale gardens are ideal 
for neighbours to meet and chat. 
A spacious roof top garden with 
fantastic views of the western 
harbour and the hills of Kent 
Ridge where the university is 
sited, provides another layer of 
group gathering space for the 
residents. 

11
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point 92

AAA AWARDS 2014

B1 
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

petAling jAyA, MAlAySiA

LOCATION

2012

YEAR COMPLETED

MAStoR bin SuRAt, 
liM Hock HuAt (DeSign)

ARCHITECT   

category B 
public amenity buidings

GOLD
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Point92 is an office building, with a client brief to maximise the development potential of approximately 180,000 sqft 
of lettable office space, and a building that needs to be highly distinctive, cost effective and marketable. The project 
features three major architectural expressions and motivation. Foremost is a white facade, with insitu construction 
made of white cement. Secondly is the building’s break out areas in the facade facing south, incorporating a signature 
landscape terraced decks on two levels, level 7 and 9. Thirdly the building has a sunken or below grade car park deck 
of six levels, all of which are not visible from the approach road, and all of the floors are natural ventilated, with part 
of the floors assisted with jet fans. The last feature is the incorporation a corbusien artistic naturally finished slanted 
concrete with spout windows facing the corners. The building is ‘center-cored’, meaning that all offices face all-round 
views and perimeters are 100 % free of any obstruction from building services.

AAA AWARDS 2014
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point 92B1 

JURY’S CITATION
A well-elevated sculptural building, standing tall in its natural 
setting with an impressively detailed space on the ground and 
breakout space in the middle. A good attempt to incorporate 
daylighting into the façade treatment.

SECTION A-A

WINDOW DETAILS
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city center, siliguri

AAA AWARDS 2014

WeSt bengAl, inDiA

LOCATION

2012

YEAR COMPLETED

MAnit AnD SonAli RAStogi

ARCHITECT   

HONORABLE MENTION

B1 
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

category B 
public amenity buidings
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B1 

the citY center building is 
visualized as ‘the destination’ for 
the local community - a family 
entertainment center with a 
judicious mix of retail, F&B 
outlets, entertainment areas, 
children’s play areas and a large 
4-screen multiplex. The structure 
of the City Center was designed 
to sit on a large podium with 
multiple entranceways allowing 
easy circulation for people coming 
in. Visibility to all retail segments 
is enhanced by the use of a large 
central atrium space which also 
serves as a multi-function arena 
for other associated activities. 
Vertical circulation is organized 
with escalators enhancing 
accessibility to all levels of the 
Center. The Center consists of 
retail spaces in diverse sizes 
ranging from small kiosks to a 
large hypermarket, interspersed 
with various restaurants and cafes 
as breakout spaces. Apart from 
these, there is also a dedicated 
space enclosing a large food 
court area. Open leisure areas 
were attached to these spaces 
with other entertainment zones 
providing video gaming, a 
bowling alley, and other indoor 
adventures.

SITE PLAN
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N
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dailai bamboo 
complex

AAA AWARDS 2014

RESORt BUILDINGS

VinH pHuc pRoVince, 
VietnAM

LOCATION

2012

YEAR COMPLETED

Vo tRong ngHiA 
ARcHitectS

ARCHITECT   

category B 
public amenity buidings

GOLD

B2 

36 architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



Located at the entrance of the residential resort of Flamingo Dailai is a complex, consisting 
of two buildings, the ‘Dailai Bamboo Complex (Bamboo Complex)’ and ‘Dailai Conference Hall 
(Conference Hall)’, each designed with a different character. This complex serves to provide 
for the resort’s main facilities; restaurant, reception and event hall. The Bamboo Wing, the first 
facility building of the resort, was constructed in 2009. It supplies dining for the guests. At the 
same time, it’s used as a meeting space, club house, café and eventually an event space. The 
Conference Hall, constructed in 2012, was designed for event activity and also the reception for 
visitors. There are two conference halls, a main hall for 250 guests, and a sub hall for 50 guests.

The approach to the Bamboo Wing follows a roundabout style path along an artificial 
hillock, which contains service facilities such as an office and kitchen under its green roof. 
Stepping stones lead visitors across the water and into the structure with a U-shaped plan that 
embraces a part of the quiet pool. Guests then find themselves under an overwhelming bamboo 
roof that widely opens to the beautiful natural landscape as far as the eye can see. Bamboo 
frames of numerous stalks are aligned methodically in a semicircle, and seats for visitors are 
systematically placed according to the rhythm of its structure. The 12m wide structure frame 
balances itself on one rear leg, allowing for the extensive free space due to the fact that it does 
not have any columns on its front edge. This provides an exterior event space with ample space 
for various activities.

The Conference Hall is located beside the main access road; and is the building that 
welcomes all visitors when they arrive. To enhance their expectation for a delightful stay in the 
resort, an impressive curved stone wall along the road was designed as its reception. The wall, 
which is 80m wide, 8m height and 1m thickness, offers a sequential view to visitors, revealing 
and screening the surrounding nature from place to place. Furthermore, the curved wall 
works as a device, which raises the morale of visitors and attempts to lure them to events being 
performed in the hall. The wide-span structure of the Conference Hall consists of a composition 
of straight bamboos. Many bamboos are assembled into a structural frame, which has higher 
reliability and redundancy than bamboo used individually. Its maximum span is 15m and the 
positions of the joints at each frame are adjusted to make a generous curve of the roof.

AAA AWARDS 2014
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JURY’S CITATION
A successful expression of bamboo in building structures, taking 
advantage of its strength with impressively unique and innovative 
detailing in combining two types of bamboo of different strengths and 
appearances. the interior spaces are very organic, light and airy.

dailai bamboo complexB2 
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cHengDu, cHinA

LOCATION

2011

YEAR COMPLETED

Feng yuAn

ARCHITECT   

HONORABLE MENTION

B2 
RESORt BUILDINGS

category B 
public amenity buidings

chengdu lanxi curtilage
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the Lanxi curtiLage is located at the 
International Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Park in Chengdu, China. It is composed of 
three parts: restaurant, inner courtyard 
and private club. The architecture is 
an interpretation of traditional Chinese 
architecture through the language of digital 
fabrication methods.

The spatial layout is an interpretation 
of traditional South China gardens. A 
multiple layout of longitudinal residences 
and courtyards reflects the hierarchical 
and multi-dimensional spatial patterns of 
traditional gardens. The ups and downs of 
the building roof embody rolling mountains 
and rivers, and also function as metaphor of 
traditional Chinese sloping roof culture.

The design of the ripple wall is derived 
from a digital interpretation of water. An 
algorithm was employed to try to capture 
the transient behavior of water. Then a 
traditional building material, blue brick, and 
staggering joint process are employed, with 
a special hollow joint process that actualizes 
the visual effect of dynamic water as well 
as to make the heavy wall appear light and 
transparent. The design focuses on building 
patterns as well as the fabrication pattern. 
All brick masonry was completed manually 
while matching the rigorous construction 
schedule. Five kinds of blue brick joint 
templates are provided and joint gradients 
are achieved through the permutation and 
classification of the five template values.

11
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yintai center

AAA AWARDS 2014

cHAoyAng DiStRict, cHinA

LOCATION

2009

YEAR COMPLETED

xiAo Di zHu

ARCHITECT   

RESORt BUILDINGS

category B 
public amenity buidings

MENTION

B2 
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the xiu bar is located on the west roof 
of the south podium of the Beijing Yinatai 
Center. It is surrounded by a water 
themed garden landscape and a podium 
parapet. The building itself is a set group 
buildings that mimics the Song Dynasty 
style of wooden structures. The Xiu bar 
consists of themed bars, a reception area, 
and an auxiliary area. The wine bar is 
located at the south, the vodka bar on the 
west, and the executive lounge embraces 
the main bar. The reception area has 
two parts, west and east reception halls, 
while the auxiliary area is composed of a 
kitchen, bathroom and cloakroom.

The layout of Chinese traditional 
architecture has a strong central axis 
with a symmetrical spatial pattern. 
Under the control axial line, varieties of 
building types are put together to form 
a space sequence. For the Yintai center, 
which is a three super-tall building layout 
form, an axis relationship between 
three super-tall towers is extended to 
the podium of the building by using the 
north-south and east-west axis to connect 
the bar, establishing the relationship 
with the surrounding buildings in the 
plane and space pattern. The aim was to 
make the bar open and transparent in 
order to coordinate with the traditional 
architecture pattern. Because of fire 
rating limits, ‘imitation’ Song Dynasty-
style wood clad steel is used instead of a 
pure wood structure.

11
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kHAnH HoA pRoVince, 
VietnAM

LOCATION

2013

YEAR COMPLETED

HoA Hiep nguyen 

ARCHITECT   

RESORt BUILDINGS

category B 
public amenity buidings

MENTION
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9 spa

ELEVATION
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kHAnH HoA pRoVince, 
VietnAM

LOCATION

2013

YEAR COMPLETED

HoA Hiep nguyen 

ARCHITECT

MENTION
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9 SPa iS a hotel that comprises 
nine ‘huts’ that are linked by a 
continuous wooden roof, reflecting 
its surrounding environment and 
landscape. By using local materials 
such as rock and wood, together 
with adopting old furniture, 9 spa 
leaves a unique impression on it 
guests. Located on a rock hill, the 
main issue was how to create a 
distinctive look for the hotel from 
its predecessor, a successful resort 
further downhill. 

Using indigenous building 
techniques and materials, and 
adopting local customs to manage 
the project, 90 village masons, 
carpenters and craft persons were 
enlisted to build the hotel in a 
period of 9 months. The project was 
designed as a combination of dry-
stacked stone with a wood structure 
and coconut leaves, quarried right 
on the site. The ‘huts’ are set up at 
different specific angles and placed 
separately by a distance, which 
forms spaces that act as an entrance 
lobby for each house, to not only let 
rain water run down easily from top 
of the mountain, but also to allow 
ventilation to the area below. 

The roof structure is 
constructed in a traditional way by 
mortise and tenon joint techniques. 
The roof is a combination of 3 layers: 
20 mm thick wood panels, which 
gives an aesthetic look to the ceiling 
and links all beams together; a water 
proof membrane; and 30 mm thick 
coconut leaves. Old furniture from 
nearby buildings such as doors, 
tables and chairs or patterned 
tiles are used, giving the huts a 
distinctive, weathered look. The bar, 
with less than a dozen seats, is above 
from the ground, thereby linking 
the outside space to the interior and 
offering a new viewpoint to guests, 
while not touching the surrounding 
nature. In other words, by any 
means necessary, nature is treated 
as the core value, so that its beauty 
can be contemplated at every corner 
of the project.
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feng jicai research 
institute of literature 
and fine art
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in 2001, theFeng Jicai Research Institute 
of Literature and Art was introduced into 
the science and engineering based Tianjin 
University Institute as a featured institute 
with its rich history, culture and unique 
teaching way. In addition to its teaching 
function, it has a vast showcasing space that 
makes it suitable as an exhibition space. 
It is located in the main teaching area of 
Tianjin University, in a square area near the 
main road in the east, close to the teaching 
laboratory building in the south and the 
saddle shape Stadium in the north, and 
adjacent to the campus’s largest lake, the 
Qingnian Lake in the west.

At the beginning of the design, the 
client proposed that the Institute be built 
under oriental artistic conception so as to 
correspond with the College’s innovative 
research direction. Under a modest budget, 
the design uses an unconventional artificial 
exterior wall facing approach to achieve 
an excellent result. The design maximally 
retains the status quo of the base and 
causes as little possible damage to the 
environment. The program starts from 
a square courtyard enclosed space, with 
functional blocks embedded inside, and a 
landscape environment, forming a unified 
space. The fence at the building level is 
enclosed and the part above is open, which 
blocks the external interference and defines 
the courtyard space.
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JURY’S CITATION
A building that embraces 
the city, especially in the 
application of squeezing 
and expanding spaces 
with an artistic articulation 
that works well in totality. 
the architectural language 
is very poetic with the 
execution of simple 
but bold architectural 
elements.
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mt. huashan 
visitor center
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the mt. huaShan ViSitor Center 
is the formal entrance to the world 
famous scenic area of Mt. Huashan, 
in China. The project came about due 
to the heavy use of the original visitor 
center, and as such a new visitor center 
was required to be built at the foot 
of the mountain in order to provide 
necessary services for tourists.

The site of 37.3 hectares is located 
in one hilly area at the foot of north 
Mt. Huashan, 5 kilometers south from 
Huayin City, Shaanxi Province. The 
newly built visitor center is set on 
the spatial axis formed by a historic 
spot  – Xiyue Temple and Mt. Huashan. 
Originally, the client planned to build 
a set of facilities, such as a visitor 
reception center, a performing arts 
center, an exhibition center, hotel 
services and more, which make up 
a fl oor area of about 49,000 sqm. 
However, the architects regarded the 
project as a man-made place located 
in a future world natural and cultural 
heritage site. Hence, the scale of the 
establishment was minimized in order 
to reduce its impact to the natural 
environment and the landscape of 
the mountain. The architects thus 
re-programmed the project and 
persuaded the client to bring down the 
scale to below 10,000 sqm. By doing 
so, some services such as hotels, which 
are not necessary inside the area, are 
removed from the project.
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the iSLand oF cheongSando was appointed the 
fi rst ‘Slow City’ in Asia along with Shinan Jeungdo 
in 2009, and has recently become a tourist island, 
visited by over 300,000 tourists a year. Overcoming 
the practice of investing in equipment fi rst, 
the Wando County Offi  ce instead implemented 
education programs for residents and software for 
the development of tourism resources, as well as to 
begin to get the island into shape by establishing the 
necessary facilities. Part of these eff orts include the 
Slow Island Trip Center, Slow Food Workshop and 
the management offi  ce annex. 

The Cheongsando Slow Island Trip center was 
built by remodeling the old shutdown Cheongsan 
Middle School east branch in the eastern area 
of Cheongsando. On the fi rst fl oor, is the Slow 
Food Experience Center and the second fl oor are 
accommodations. The Slow Food Workshop Project 
transfers an already existing program, so the inner 
space was built as a single space, as it had been 
before, including both a wet workshop and sitting 
workshop. The previous Slow Food Workshop was 
located in the east portion of the school building 
on the fi rst fl oor as part of the experience center. 
People would make fermented soybeans and Korean 
sauces by boiling beans harvested in Cheongsando. 
The Management Offi  ce Annex began when a new 
program centered on the school playground. The 
site comprised the whole playground, so the most 
important thing was to select the location. The main 
building featured the remodeled old school, and the 
workshop was located along the crock platform. 

AAA AWARDS 2014

B3

ELEVATION

ELEVATION

0m 5m 10m

SECTION

53architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



the Kunming Changshui International Airport is the 
only large hub airport newly built with approval of 
the Chinese government during the period of China’s 
implementation of its “Eleventh Five Year Plan”. It is 
defined as both a large hub airport and a gateway to 
Southeast and South Asia. The new airport’s terminal 
building and parking structure are designed to handle 
38 million passengers per year by 2020. The Kunming 
Changshui International Airport is the fourth largest 
airport in China, following Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou, and the single terminal building is the 
biggest.

This project’s architectural design is independently 
conducted by BIAD, based on the plan scheme 
confirmed in its international bidding. The terminal 
building’s gross area is 548,000 sqm and its total 
height is 72.9m. The shape of the Kunming Changshui 
International Airport reflects the geographical 
characteristics of the colorful Yunnan Province. Its 
curving double-pitch roof represents the enchanting 
style of Yunnan’s local ethnic architecture and forms 
the most distinctive architectural flavor of the terminal 
building. The roof integrates all the major space, 
allowing the building to have a waveshaped curly ridge 
above the middle axis of the central concourse from 
the south to north. This presents a more magnificent 
image with a fabulous look of a fluid and smooth skyline. 
Additionally, as China’s first pilot project green airport, 
Changshui International Airport is built in accordance 
with the criteria set by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization for a modern model project that is 
cost-saving, environmental friendly, technologically 
advanced and human friendly. 

kunming changshui 
international airport 
terminal
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JURY’S CITATION
this is one of the few new airports that successfully feature 
traditional architecture in its interior and exterior. this encompasses 
a unique appearance of an airport that acts as a face of the city.
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the guangZhou aSian gameS 

Gymnasium (the Gymnasium) was 
one of the four major venues, and the 
only newly built venue for the 16th 
Asian Games 2010 in Guangzhou. It 
contains a 6,000-seating Gymnastic 
Hall (a multi-purpose venue that 
can be fl exibly transformed to a 
6,000-seating Gymnastic Hall or 
an 8,000-seating Basketball Hall), 
an Indoor Stadium (including a 
Billiard Hall and a Squash Hall) that 
can provide 2,000 seats during 
the games, and an Asian Games 
History Museum. The Gymnasium 
accommodated gymnastics, artistic 
gymnastics, trampoline, billiards 
and squash during Asian Games, and 
table tennis and weightlifting during 
Asian Para Games. 

After the Games, it serves 
the citizens of Guangzhou as a 
complex integrating sports, retail 
and public services in Guangzhou 
New Town. The creative concept is 
inspired by an artistically charming 
sport, of rhythmic gymnastics, 
one of the competitions hosted by 
the Gymnasium. The wonderful 
moments of these fl exible, elegant, 
dynamic and rhythmic body 
movements are captured, and, via 
architectural means, abstracted into a 
series of rhythmic and waving curves 
which contribute to a free-fl owing 
and dynamic building full of artistic 
charm and grace, and a dreamlike 
building of both dynamic and static 
presence.
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tianjin olympic 
aquatic center
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the tianjin Olympic Aquatic Center is located 
in the compound of the Tianjin Olympic 
Center, Nankai District, Tianjin City. It is 
located in the southeastern area of the Olympic 
Center’s Competition Zone, and lies to the 
north of Tianjin Stadium and is separated from 
the Olympic Stadium by a lake. It has an oval-
shaped plane whose long axis and short axis 
are 160m and 120m in length respectively . The 
highest point of its roof is 31.15m. The lower 
structure is of reinforced concrete and the 
upper structure is of steel.

The concept set forth for the Tianjin 
Olympic Aquatic Center’s master plan is the 
“three water drops” which reflects Tianjin’s 
unique ecological environment and natural 
landscape and is in accordance with Tianjin’s 
overall urban planning.

The Center, embracing the theme of water, 
the origin of life, is composed of buildings built 
on the concept of “three water drops”. The 
Gymnasium, Stadium and the Aquatic Center 
resemble three crystal-clear water drops on 
a lotus leaf. The Stadium is the biggest water 
drop as it hosted the women’s football matches 
of 2008 Olympic Games. The Gymnasium, 
once known as the “UFO” gym, is the oldest 
water drop as it hosted the 1994 World Table 
Tennis Championship. The last and newest 
water drop is the Olympic Aquatic Center 
which will host the aquatic competitions for 
2013 East Asian Games.
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The Pacific Pharma 
Healthcare campus is an 
addition to an existing factory 
with a new paradigm that 
equates ‘Factory : Human + 
Machine +Nature’.  The site is 
located in the industrial district 
in City of Anseong. The well-
maintained open space (used to 
be a soccer field for the factory 
workers) in front of the factory 
will be the green hub for the 
community.

According to the architect, 
‘Factories have been a space 
only for machines until now 
which means the efficiency of 
machines commensurate to that 
of product. However, this era 
is over. We have to concentrate 
on the human aspect as well. 
And also we should take nature 
into the space of humans and 
machines. In conventional 
factories, it is common that 
the circulation of wares and 
that of humans are mixed 
and congested… Avoiding the 
horizontal arrangement of 
manufacturing areas, packaging 
areas, offices and R&D facilities 
which is in  general, all kinds 
of programs are disposed 
vertically. Therefore, the flow 
of wares and humans are not 
complex anymore and the 
factory can attain the most 
efficient circulation system.’
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JURY’S CITATION
the introduction of 
new architectural 
elements and space 
organisation into a 
factory, creating a clean 
and warm ambience, 
is commendable. a 
pleasant working 
environment enriched by 
natural daylight creates 
a new factory working 
environment.
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This ProjecT is a 2-storey manufacturing factory with a 4-storey 
office block. The intention was to build an electronic factory 
and a corporate office complete with a center green courtyard. 
The design engages the local context through the use of local 
sustainable materials and technologies, and responds to the harsh 
tropical climate by introducing certain passive design strategies 
such as a north-south factory block and office that faces northeast 
for gain sunlight, a series of gardens, roof garden, and a center 
courtyard that serves as a focal point of the architecture.

Skylights at the curved roof and louvers along the building 
drive in fresh air and sunlight, maximising natural ventilation 
and lighting. A feature wall facing west and textured elements 
are formed to achieve a sense of character. To address the issue 
of sustainability, 70% of the construction materials are steel and 
aluminium which are recyclable.
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cow barn 
in appi
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This cow barn serves both the milk producing cows themselves and for summer tourists at the Appi 
resort in Japan. Based upon market analysis, summer tourists in general prefer a more honest and  
straightforward experience of cow farming, while disliking attraction-oriented flattering. Thus, this cow 
barn has been designed to ensure in retains the full functionality of a real cow milk farming facility. 
Architecturally, it resolves the contradictory dilemma in the program, which essentially requires a fully 
functioning and productive cow barn while serving as a tourism facility in this resort area.

Situated in the highland’s landscape, the configuration of the roof responds to the site context. 
On the visitors approach from the hotels, the roof configuration deliberately captures the undulation 
of the meadow slope, which characterizes the landscape of this Appi resort. The roof configuration 
is gradually raised to reach to the climax where the series of ventilation lit openings are placed. This 
portion overhangs to cover the visitor’s passage along the southern edge of the cow barn. Visitors are 
allowed to look at the cow farming activity only from this passage, covered by the overhang. 
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This shophouse is located along Joo Chiat Place, in a conservation shophouse district in the secondary settlement areas of Joo 
Chiat and Katong in Singapore. The clients are a couple, both having worked overseas and had plans to move back to Singapore. 
Both grew up in this Katong area and buying a shophouse in Joo Chiat was in many ways homecoming for them. This is a site 
where they could see their childhood days relived.

The brief called for the conversion of the shophouse into a dwelling place, and to transform the concrete land at the rear 
into a garden where a single-storey house extension sits. The brief also called for flexible usage of spaces, for visiting parents 
and relatives. Conserving the front shophouse resembled working on an archaeological site. Part of the brief was to retain 
traces of the old shop; to rediscover, reveal, and protect the original structures, finishes, and detailing.
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JURY’S CITATION
the project successfully revives a dilapidated 
shophouse into an elegant, spacious interior 
with minimum intervention. new elements are 
incorporated well, maintaining the richness of 
materials and colours throughout the building. 
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This hoTel is a historical 
conservation and renovation 
of an existing residential 
architectural structure in 
Luang Prabang, a UNESCO 
World heritage site. Strict 
construction guidelines 
had to be adhered to while 
attempting to balance 
historical value and modern 
comfort.

The hotel features five 
historical buildings on the 
frontal site, of which to be 
uniquely preserved. The 
architects proposed eight new 
small buildings to completely 
surround the courtyard 
with the same architectural 
consistency of the existing 
buildings. The final 
composition of all 13 buildings 
work in conjugation and 
produce a elegant courtyard 
scheme with a peaceful 
traditional harmony. The 
project concept was to ensure 
the historical consistency of 
the hotel’s architecture with 
the whole city’s urban fabric. 
It is sited within a walled 
parameter compound, and 
hence the idea was to create 
a small village inside the 
wall with the characteristics 
of the city, whilst keeping 
certain landscape and interior 
elements as elements of 
surprise.
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This projecT is located in an old industrial park in Shanghai, China. The brief was to convert a dilapidated building from a warehouse into an archi-
tectural design studio. The concept of the Silk Wall – an external wall that surrounds the warehouse – was based on manipulating simple materials 
using up-to-date fabrication processes. In selecting the material, the architects rejected the idea of using fake decorations to disguise the structure. The 
material chosen were cinder blocks that are used throughout China because they are inexpensive. Exploring the limits of the material; the unexpressive 
form and rigid dimensions, the architects decided that instead of traditional bricklaying methods with a simple stacking logic, a stacking algorithm was 
was employed to bring the material to life.

The wall was inspired by the memory of the existing site, which used to be a silk workshop. Parametric processes were used to superimpose 
the patterns of silk forms while allowing the wind to enter. The wall consists of cement blocks, angled to create an interesting texture that varies the 
amounts of light into the building. To initiate the design concept, the stacking algorithm forces a rotation of each cement block. The parameters of the 
angle of rotation were calculated through the analysis of the differing gradients of a photograph of silk.

shanghai archi-union 
j-office & silk wall

AAA AWARDS 2014

category D 
conservation projects D

ShAnghAi, ChinA 

LOCATION

2010

YEAR COMPLETED

feng YuAn 

ARCHITECT   

MENTION

RestoRation, aDaptive Re-use, 
pRojects which conseRve oR 
RestoRe the aRchitectuRal 
heRitage of asian countRies

76 architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



11

D

AAA AWARDS 2014

SILK TEXTURE COURSING PARAMETRIC GUIDE PARAMETRIC WALL

77ARCHITECTURE ASIA  ISSUE 2  2014   



In the summer of 2010, Pakistan was ravaged by a natural disaster of unprec-
edented proportions. Monsoon flooding turned into a massive calamity as rivers 
swelled to more than ten or twenty times their size resulting in one-fifth (nearly 
62,000 square miles) of the country becoming submerged, adversely affecting the 
lives of 20 million people, the destruction of 1.1 million houses and a loss of over 
2 million hectares of standing crops. Those most adversely affected were the rural 
lives- farmers, fishermen in small villages and unskilled laborers living below or 
just above the national poverty line. More than 60 percent of them lost immediate 
access to their primary livelihood.

The areas thus selected for reconstruction were the rural areas of Pakistan. 
In order to implement a holistic rehabilitation program in the disaster struck 
areas, the Karachi Relief Trust (KRT) a Pakistani N.G.O. (with prior experience in 
providing relief in earthquake affected areas) partnered with Arcop, a Karachi 
based architecture firm, in an effort to provide immediate relief as well as long 
term assistance with re-construction. (Physical rehabilitation was a second stage in 
the reconstructing process, the first immediate short term assistance in the form 
of temporary shelters (tents), food provision, etc). The goal was to design and 
execute the reconstruction of villages, thus rehabilitating and restoring the lives of 
approximately over 1,000 families with majority of the reconstruction work con-
ducted in the Sindh (Sujawal area in Thatta district) and Punjab (Rajanpur villages) 
provinces (which is the focus in this submission). To achieve this, the design team 
embarked on a comprehensive program of assisting communities in building hous-
es, supporting infrastructure and water supply schemes. With a strong focus on 
building practical, low-cost, environmentally sensitive and contextually relevant 
sustainable housing units aimed at regenerating rural village life and alleviating 
the cycle of poverty. The redevelopment program incorporates cost-efficient use 
of local resources and the full participation of the villagers in rebuilding their lives. 

The project identifies the following as the three main aspects of its redevelopment 
strategy: 
1)  Module development: One and two bedroom housing units using locally 
 available building resources.
2) External development: Pathways, livestock areas, shared courts and landscaping.
3) Master planning: to allow for future development of mosques, schools, waste 
 and water management systems, grain storage facilities and community centers.

flood reconstruction 
across pakistan
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JURY’S CITATION
The project sends a 
very strong message 
about the role of 
architecture in areas 
ravaged by natural 
disaster. The holistic 
approach used to 
reconstruct the 
community is very 
commendable, not 
just by rebuilding the 
housing units, but also 
with the objective to 
regenerate village life 
and alleviate the cycle 
of poverty.
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thIs facIlIty was designed and 
constructed for the World Indigenous 
Day festival on August 2013, held in Pian 
Village Pahang, and also a Balai Adat 
(Community Hall) project for the village, 
consisting of 8 cubicles toilets/showers 
and a water tower.

Located in Kampung Pian, a Jahut 
village near the Wild Life Reserve in 
Pahang Malaysia, this project takes 
into account Orang Asli architecture, 
that responds well to the climate and 
environment, providing good shade 
and ventilation. The only weak point 
with indigenous architecture is that the 
structure tends to be unstable after a 
few years. For community projects that 
require a longer lifespan, a hybrid of 
architectural techniques was looked into. 
A simple, modern support can become 
the structure and backbone for the 
indigenous arts and crafts. 

As the project timeline was merely 
8 weeks, a standard steel scaffolding 
system embedded into concrete 
footings was employed to become the 
structure. One cubicle is made of a set 
of the scaffolding (4’x6’). Eight sets of 
scaffolding supports the roof made of 
acrylic and timber trusses. The walls 
were made of Bertam leaves tied with 
rattan on the bamboo and scaffolding 
support. The roof and the walls allow 
daylight and ventilation, thus keeping 
the toilet bright and dry. The envelope 
employs indigenous methods so it can 
be changed and maintained easily by the 
Orang Asli. 
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ta PhIn commune is 15 km far from 
Sapa, one of the most popular tourism 
destinations in the North of Vietnam. 
The site is known for its beautiful 
natural landscape and its richness in 
culture. Ta Phin commune is a typical 
Red-Dao minority community. There are 
approximately 300 residents scattered 
over a large mountainous area of 
200 ha, whom most are farmers and 
handicraft makers in their spare time. 
Vietnamese and international tourists 
come to Ta Phin for trekking and short 
homestays. 

The commune, a multi-functional 
community house, houses a small 
self-education center, an exhibition 
space showing local handicrafts, an 
information desk for both residents and 
tourists, and a meeting space for various 
cultural and social activities and events 
such as: training, public meeting, local 
festivals, etc. 

The design of Ta Phin Community 
house is inspired from the gorgeous 
natural landscape of the region with 
mountains, valley and step rice fields; 
and also from the red traditional scarf of 
the Dao women. This Community House 
merges well into the overall landscape 
of Ta Phin. With the application of green 
design solutions, the house is adapted to 
the local climate conditions and existing 
topography, and is efficient in terms of 
energy savings and water efficiency.

HONORAbLE MENTION
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thIs sIte is accessed along footpaths carved into the mountainside that are used daily by 
resident monks, villagers and the occasional foreign hikers during the summer months. 
This trail culminates at the central courtyard of the historically rich Tibetan temple built 
in 1895 AD on a plateau, around which six new rows of retreat dwellings are set into the 
rocky terraces located 3,700 meters above sea level, with sweeping views beyond the Ne-
pali Himalayas. The environment is extremely hostile and presents particular challenges 
that make siting and detailing of buildings critical. The clusters of dwellings hug the steep 
terrains through stabilised earth berm structures. Tradition is technically transformed 
but the material connection is retained where the architecture is kept very simple. The 
series of rectangular rooms which are placed on numerous platforms cladded with local 
stones cascade dramatically, where at different levels, a base is formed to afford outdoor 
terraces. Built on a very low budget, this composition manages to mesh form and function 
whilst offering delightful refuge and rest.

retreat dwellings, 
mu monastery
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earthquake 
reconstruction
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MENTION

In october 2005, a devastating earth-
quake with a magnitude of 7.6 struck 
along a fault line in Northern Pakistan. 
This natural disaster adversely af-
fected approximately 3.5 million lives 
(either directly or indirectly), followed 
by a collapse of local infrastructure 
and communication lines in the earth-
quake stricken areas. The severity 
of the damage was attributed to the 
severe up thrust coupled with poor 
construction. Approximately 700,000 
housing units were affected by the 
earthquake in the Mansehra and 
Muzaffarabad Districts of Northern 
Pakistan, and with the approaching 
harsh winter weather, these areas 
became the focus for the implementa-
tion of the design strategy laid out by a 
design team of volunteers.

 The reconstruction efforts for 
housing provision were conducted 
in 2 phases: rapid construction of 
6,300 insulated winterized shelters (1 
room module) and 5,000 permanent 
housing (1-2 room modules). The 
winterized shelters were to be built 
on land owned by the earthquake 
victims and were to serve as annexes, 
once the permanent housing units 
were constructed. Additionally, and 
an important aspect of the rehabilita-
tion process, was the incorporation of 
the local villagers — the home owners 
— in the rehabilitation/construction 
process of the units. Thus inculcating 
a spirit of community rebuilding and 
self reliance within the local commu-
nity, through the self help basis. This 
was laid out to be accomplished by a 
series of workshops and demonstra-
tions on site to the local villagers to 
be trained as craftsmen, and the local 
women and the various volunteers as-
sisting in the rebuilding process. The 
project also encouraged the reuse of 
available local materials, abundant in 
the form of stone and wood rubble.
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JURY’S CITATION
A well-controlled yet effective design achieved by maximising passive design 
approaches to achieve a low-energy consumption building. Consistent integration 
of green elements in the interior and exterior spaces is commendable.

THE TEnio GrEEn DEsiGn Center is a green reconstruction project of an existing industrial 
building – a design center renovated from a multi-floor electronics plant. Its construction goal 
is to build an ultra-low energy consuming office building from what was an ordinary and high 
energy consuming plant at low cost. The target energy consumption is 50kwh/m2.a that is up 
to the global advanced standards of ultra-low energy consumption. Starting from the energy 
consumption features, the green reconstruction project not only adopts the appropriate green 
technology integration at low cost, but also attempts to use experimental innovative technologies, 
so as to finally realize the actual operation of consuming less energy and the integration of green 
technology and architectural art.

AAA AWARDS 2014

F

85architecture asia  issue 2  2014   



AAA AWARDS 2014

johoR, MAlAySiA

LOCATION

2011

YEAR COMPLETED

RAzin MAhMooD

ARCHITECT   

GOLD

surau nusa idaman

THis projEcT for a public Muslim prayer hall for 200 people in Nusajaya, Malaysia, 
faced 2 big constraints: time and budget. The architect only had 3 months to design and 
complete the construction. The solution is a simple back-to-fundamentals tropical shelter 
– one big umbrella roof with perforated perimeter walls to promote cross ventilation. The 
challenge was to have a place that not only protects its users from the elements, but also 
to be a mini icon or a landmark that will be the pride of this new neighborhood.

This surau (the public Muslim prayer hall) is also probably the first in Malaysia to 
have all LED light fittings powered entirely by electricity from solar photovoltaic panels, 
made possible by funds from earth loving donors. The solid brick wall was punctuated 
with apertures for ventilation, achieved by leaving gaps in between the brick spacing. The 
common brick walls are left unplastered and all piping and wirings are left exposed. 

F 
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JURY’S CITATION
Impressive composition of a modern tropical shelter aesthetic in the 
landscape with skillfully crafted detailing. The scale and proportion of the 
building are well executed within the constraints of a limited budget. 
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DErivED from the idea 
of making a place an 
all-day and all-night 
entertainment spot on 
Samed Island, the Bar 
and Bed was created. 
Guests can enjoy the 
entertainment activities 
provided on the premises 
round the clock from 
the minute they wake 
until the time they slip 
into their beds. Since the 
owner of the property 
owns many other 
resorts and hotels on 
the island, the leftover 
construction and the 
old rustic decorative 
materials from former 
projects became the 
main desired materials 
for this Bar and Bed 
project. This provided 
savings on material 
and logistic costs while 
reducing construction 
waste. Additionally, this 
approach of re-using and 
reclaiming used and aged 
materials as part of the 
decoration helps make 
this project a unique 
new development with a 
weathered, rustic feel. 
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THis arcHiTEcTurE studio is located in 
Colombo, Bambalapitiya, a Metropolitan 
land mark in Sri Lanka. In the midst of 
the surrounding houses and overgrown 
commercialized surroundings is a footpath 
lush with flora and fauna, providing the 
experience of walking through a forest. This 
path leads to the studio through a subtle 
landscaped garden. Much of the interior is 
visible from the exterior, and the structure 
almost blends with the surrounding foliage, 
while letting the life and motion within 
the building become the highlight of the 
view. Social interaction is created on the 
ground and first floor levels with no rigid 
separations, everything is kept visible, with 
adequate natural lighting, cross ventilation, 
and voices of the fellow employees. 
Externally, a pitched roof compliments the 
tropical climate, with the use of materials 
and the total structure complimenting the 
surrounding architectural fabric subtly in a 
modern and unique way.
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9 SpA
Hoa Hiep NguyeN

Vietnam

CASAmAn
woNg tuNg keN

malaysia

CASAMAN
A mass housing development located on a plateau site along Jalan Cangkat Intisari, Desa ParkCity. Tak-

towards the Kuala Lumpur skyline and the Desa ParkCity waterfront.

The form of the terraced units are developed from having a rectangular building form covered by the 

light while at the same time preventing a glare effect inside. With the roof detached from the form, the 

building below is protected from rain and staining on wall is minimised. This allows the houses to be 

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL - LOW RISE CATEGORY

2. 3.

1.

5.

N

4.

GuAnGzhou ASiAn GAmeS ToWn GymnASium
paN yoNg

CHina

FACToRy AnD oFFiCe WiTh GReen 
CouRTyARD
kooi keat arcHitect

malaysia

CoW BARn in Appi
juN wataNabe

Japan

ChenGDu LAnxi CuRTiLAGe
feNg yuaN

CHina

72 SCReen
SaNjay puri

india

Gui GARDen
ZHou kai

CHina

CiTy CenTeR, SiLiGuRi
MaNit aND SoNali raStogi

india

DAiLAi BAmBoo CompLex
Vo troNg NgHia arcHitectS 

Vietnam

hoTeL De LA pAix ChA Am BeACh ReSoRT
DuaNgrit buNNag

tHailand

iSLAnD ReSoRT AT BATu-BATu
yap yew peNg

malaysia

FenG JiCAi ReSeARCh inSTiTuTe oF 
LiTeRATuRe AnD Fine ART
ZHou kHai

CHina

hoTeL De LA pAix LuAnG pRABAnG
DuaNgrit buNNag

laos

BAR AnD BeD ReSoRT
Nawat tHoNgSwaNg

tHailand

eARTh BRiCkS
yaMaSHita, yaSuHiro

Japan

DenAi Soho
raZiN MaHMooD

malaysia

DeuTSChe ShuLe koBe/euRopeAn SChooL
kaZuo iwaMura

Japan

FLooD ReConSTRuCTion ACRoSS pAkiSTAn
yawar jilaNi

pakistan

CommunAL BATh & ToiLeTS
aNg weN HSia

malaysia

eARThquAke ReConSTRuCTion
yawar jilaNi

nortHern pakistan

hoLiDAy home AT mADuRu oyA
DaMitH c preMatHilake

sri lanka
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pLoT 1, FoShou LAke
ZHou kHai

CHina

JADhAv houSe
Deepak guggari

india

nAmeLy houSe
cHaNg yoNg ter

singapore

kenT vALe - FACuLTy houSinG
Siew MaN kok

singapore

kunminG ChAnGShui inTeRnATionAL 
AiRpoRT TeRminAL
waNg XiaoquN

CHina

JieyAnG ChAoShAn AiRpoRT
cHeN XioNg

CHina

pACiFiC phARmA heALThCARe CAmpuS
jae y liM

korea

poinT 92
MaStor biN Surat, 
liM Hock Huat (DeSigN)

malaysia

pARADee ReSoRT
Nawat tHoNgSwaNg

tHailand

mT. huAShAn viSiToR CenTeR
ZHuaNg weiMiN

CHina

oFunATo CiviC CenTeR AnD LiBRARy 
“RiAS hALL” 
cHiaki arai

Japan

LonGquAn CeLADon muSeum
cHeNg taiNiNg

CHina

JiA LiTTLe exhiBiTion CenTeR
H kooN wee

CHina

LuCky ShophouSe
cHaNg yoNg ter

singapore

no 19
Dr taN loke MuN

malaysia

JinGSi memoRiAL pARk
ZHou kHai

CHina

oFFiCe oF ADG inSTiTuTe in xinyi pLACe
cHeN XioNg

CHina

ShoRe houSe
MaSaHiro HaraDa

Japan

qinzhou oFFiCe BuiLDinG
Xu weiguo

CHina

ShAnxi SpoRTS CenTeR
SHaN weiyiNg

CHina

ShAnGhAi ARChi-union J-oFFiCe & SiLk WALL
feNg yuaN

CHina

ReTReAT DWeLLinGS, 
mu monASTeRy
Mel SooNg Meow SiN

nepal
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SyARGA ReSiDenCe @ BATuJimBAR
reNe taN

indonesia

SoLARiS
tr HaMZaH & yeaNg

singapore

SLoW iSLAnD TRip CenTeR
kiM, ZHu kHyuNg, cHoi, kyo Sik

korea

SuRAu nuSA iDAmAn
raZiN MaHMooD

malaysia

STuDio ShA
SHeraN c HeNry

sri lanka

The neST
Hoa Hiep NguyeN

Vietnam

vAnke TAnGyue ToWnhouSe
ZHou kHai

CHina

The LiGhT CoLLeCTion 1
DaViD MiZaN HaSHiM

malaysia

WinGeD houSe
ko SHiu Hee

singapore

yinTAi CenTeR
Xiao Di ZHu

CHina

TiAnJin oLympiC AquATiC CenTeR
MeNg ke

CHina

WeiFAnG GymnASium
cHeN ZHao, HaiXuN paN, Di paN

CHina
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