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EDITORIAL

The ARCASIA Awards for Architecture is an annual award established by the Architects Regional 
Council Asia. It aims to commend outstanding architectural works by Asian architects, encourage 
the inheritance of the Asian spirit, promote the upgrading of the Asian architectural environment, 
and enhance the role of architecture and architects in the social, economic, and cultural 
development of Asian countries.

This year, to manage with the challenges imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic, ARCASIA employed a 
different application and review process to call for entries and assess the submitted projects. 

All projects were submitted by the applicants to a dedicated online portal where they were 
shortlisted by the jury. The portal opened to accept submissions from April 23, 2021 to May 22, 2021, 
and a total of 225 eligible submissions from fifteen countries, including some outside Asia, were 
received. A total of twenty-five projects were shortlisted and selected for the final review, which took 
place on August 28, 2021. 

On October 31, 2021, the ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 2021 award ceremony was held in 
Starlight Little Theater, Nine Trees Future Art Center, Fengxian District, Shanghai. The Architectural 
Society of China undertook the evaluation and organization of the award ceremony and Professor 
Wu Jiang, Vice President, ARCASIA (Zone C) and Executive Director, Architectural Society of China, 
was appointed as convener and moderator. In accordance with the requirements of the city’s 
Covid-19 prevention and control measures, the award ceremony was organized both online and 
offline, and only a small number of local shortlisted architects or their representatives from 
Shanghai were invited to attend.

Among the 225 eligible award-winning projects, five gold medals, seventeen honorary nominations, 
and four special awards were given out. As the organizer, ARCASIA was happily impressed by so 
many excellent projects, with their beautiful architectural forms and details that aptly conveyed the 
architects’ sentiments toward a better, human-based living environment, as well as the built forms’ 
consideration of urban regeneration and the intentions of serving the benefit of the broader public. 

For example, Academic-Ark, Otemon Gakuin University, despite tight site conditions, creates rich 
and attractive spaces and adopts a passive energy-saving strategy; it also uses many modern 
technologies to achieve sustainability. The architects of Pocket Plaza, Yongjia Road, Shanghai 
transformed abandoned spaces into vibrant public spaces, creating a small community and a 
place for residents to gather; UCCA Dune Art Museum’s subterranean structure fully responds to the 
surrounding beach environment; Choui Fong Tea Café 2 creates an open space with a wide view 
while interacting with the surrounding natural landscape and achieving an organic integration with 
nature; and in Dapeng Grain Warehouse Renovation, the old granary has been endowed with new 
functions and and a spark of vitality through limited intervention, making it a place where daily 
public and art activities occur. 

This special issue of the magazine aptly ties together, and brings to completion the ARCASIA 
Awards for Architecture 2021. We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt congratulations to 
all the winners.
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Rita Soh joined RDC Architects Pte Ltd in 1989 as an Architect and rose through the ranks to become 
Managing Director in 2016.

Over the years, she has played a key role in RDC’s digitalization journey, 
making it one of the pioneers in the adoption of “information technology” in 
design and practice.

Adding to that, she also successfully led RDC to be the first design practice 
locally to achieve ISO 9000 certification in 1992.

Soh has been involved in the design and project management of healthcare, 
hospitality, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and infrastructure 
projects, both locally and overseas; many of these projects have won a variety 
of awards.

Soh is currently a member of the Appeals Board (Land Acquisition), and a board member of Sentosa 
Development Corporation, as well as the Housing Development Board. She is also a member of Mandai 
Development Committee and chairman of the Building & Construction Authority (BCA) Design & 
Engineering Safety Award Assessment Committee.

Her other titles include: President, ARCASIA (Architects Regional Council Asia); Chairman, SUTD 
Architecture & Sustainable Design Pillar Advisory Board; and Member, NUS Advisory Committee, School 
of Design & Environment. She was also formerly a Nominated Member of Parliament.

Soh holds a Bachelor of Arts in Architectural Studies and a Bachelor of Architecture (Honours) from 
National University of Singapore, as well as a Master of Science in Sustainable Building Design from 
University of Nottingham.
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Kenya Hara is a graphic designer, president of the Nippon Design Center Inc., and a professor at 
Musashino Art University. 

His highly influential exhibitin, RE-DESIGN: Daily Products of the 21st Century, 
toured worldwide, and he has built a reputation for producing exhibitions and 
educational programs that bring focus to new values by aligning with 
directions that bring to the fore theme words like “Haptic,” “Senseware,” and 
“Ex-formation.” Much of his work, including the programs for the Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies of the Nagano Winter Olympic Games and works in the 
promotion of Expo 2005 are deeply rooted in Japanese culture.

In 2002, Hara became MUJI’s art director. His wide-ranging work is noted for its 
attention to transparency, and also includes the visual identity design for 
Matsuya Ginza, Mori Building, Tsutaya Shoten, Ginza Six, and MIKIMOTO. 
From 2011 to 2012, his exhibition, DESIGNING DESIGN Kenya Hara China, was held in Beijing (its first 
station), and then expanded to Asia. In 2010, the House Vision program was launched to build a new 
platform for future industries; the Tokyo exhibition was held in 2013 and 2016, and the Beijing exhibition 
was held in 2018. The House Vision exhibition will be held in various cities in the future. 

Hara also focuses on inspiring global interest in Japan, and served as chief creative director of the Japan 
House project for Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In July 2019, he launched the High Resolution Tour 
website as a new approach to tourism, exploring specific locations in Japan from an individual perspective.

Many of Hara’s books have been published in English, including Designing Design (Lars Müller Publishers, 
2007); White (Lars Müller Publishers, 2009); Designing Japan (Japan Publishing Industry Foundation 
for Culture, 2018); and 100 Whites (Lars Müller Publishers, 2019).
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Zheng Shiling is a full-time professor at Tongji University. He is a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, l’Académie 
d’Architecture de France, and a Honorary Fellow of the American Institute of Architects. He is also director of Institute of 
Architecture and Urban Space, Tongji University, member of the Academic Degrees Committee of the 
State Council, China, director of the Committee for Strategic Development, Shanghai Planning 
commission, and director of the Expert Committee for the Preservation of Historical Areas and Heritage 
Architecture, Shanghai. Zheng’s other past professional titles include: Vice President, Architectural 
Society of China; President, Architectural Society of Shanghai; and Director, Committee of Urban Space 
& Environment, Shanghai Urban Planning Commission. Now, he is director of the Committee for Strategic 
Development, Shanghai Urban Planning Commission and director of the Academic Board of Tongji 
University. Some of his main design works include: Nanpu Bridge, Gezi Middle School, Zhu Qizhan Art 
Museum, Fuxing High School, Nanjing Road Pedestrian Street, Shanghai, The National Finance and 
Taxation Museum, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, and The Bund Public Service Centre, Shanghai 
(2013). He has published many papers and thesis in academic periodicals and journals, both 
international and within China, and also in international conferences. He has been the chair for many important juries for 
international and national architecture and urban planning competitions.

Jitendra Singh is an architectural planner with over fifty years of experience that span his service in different capacities. He 
has taught at Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee, National Institute of Technology, Patna, and Amity University Jaipur. He 

became the first architect vice-chancellor of two universities in India—Jai Prakash University, Chapra 
and Nalanda Open University, Patna—and pro vice-chancellor of Patna University. He has held 
academic positions in leading institutes and guided the first PhD scholar from Patna University and 
Amity University Jaipur, respectively and has written over 150 research papers and four books.

There are many buildings to his credit in India. He has been active in the Indian Institute of Architects 
(IIA), The Institute of Town Planners India, and the Institution of Engineers (India) (IEI). He has been 
honorary editor of JIIA and reviewer of IEI-Springer Journal and JIIA, and also been a member of the IIA 
Council and the Council of Architecture—the statutory bodies of architects in India. 

Professor Singh has held titles that include: Chairman, Sustainable Development Forum; Chairman, 
Architectural Engineering Division of IEI; Deputy Chairman, Education Committee of ARCASIA; and 

Member, Heritage Committee of the UIA (International Union of Architects). 

Professor Singh received the Architectural Engineering Design Award (2004) from IEI, the Madhav Achaval Gold Medal (2005) 
and the Lifetime Contribution Award (2009) from IIA, the Eminent Architectural Engineer (2006) award, and the Amity Academic 
Excellence Award (2010) from Amity University Noida. He is a golfer, a past president of Rotary International, and is widely 
traveled, both in India and abroad.

Francesco Dal Co is an Italian architecture historian. He graduated in 1970 from IUAV University of Venice, and has been 
director of the Department of History of Architecture since 1994. He was Professor of History of Architecture at the Yale School 

of Architecture from 1982 to 1991 and Professor of History of Architecture at the Accademia di 
Architettura of the Università della Svizzera Italiana from 1996 to 2005. From 1988 to 1991, he was 
director of the architectural section at the Biennale di Venezia; in 1998, he was also curator of the 
architectural section. Since 1978, he has been curator of the architectural publications for publishing 
House Electa, and since 1996, editor of the architectural magazine Casabella.

In 2018 he curated the Pavilion of the Holy See at the 16th International Architecture Exhibition of the 
Venice Biennale of Architecture. The architects who designed the ten chapels were Andrew Berman 
(USA), Francesco Cellini (Italy), Javier Corvalàn (Paraguay), Flores & Prats (Spain), Norman Foster 
(UK), Teronobu Fujimori (Japan), Sean Godsell (Australia), Carla Juaçaba (Brazil), Smiljan Radic 
(Cile), and Eduardo Souto de Moura (Portugal).
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Wu Jiang is a full-time professor at Tongji University’s College of Architecture and Urban Planning. He 
was former Executive Vice President, Tongji University and former Deputy Director, Shanghai Urban 

Planning Administration Bureau, and was elected as a member of 
L’Académie d’Architecture de France in 2015. Since 2019, he has been the 
vice president of Architects Regional Council (ARCASIA). His professional 
titles include: Board Chairman, Global University Partnership on 
Environment and Sustainability (GUPES); Member, UIA Education 
Commission (EDUCOM); Vice President, Urban Planning Society of China 
(UPSC);  Standing Council Member, Architectural Society of China (ASC); 
Director, Institute of Architectural Education, Architectural Society of China 
(IAE-ASC); and Chairman, Asian City Forum.

Wu has been invited to well-known universities and research institutes 
worldwide to deliver keynote speeches, including Harvard, Yale, and 
Princeton, as well as the departments and bureaus of urban planning 
and management in New York, Los Angeles, and Paris. He has also 

delivered keynote addresses at major international conferences, like UN HABITAT III and ACSP.  He 
has been invited to be a juror at the final review of the Dubai Awards hosted by UN HABITAT. WU is 
also the founder of several joint international design studios with top institutions such as Princeton, 
HKU, ETH, Yale, UIUC, and TU Berlin. He was the curator of 2002 Shanghai Biennale Urban 
Construction, as well as the founder and chief curator of the first Shanghai Urban Space Art Season 
(SUSAS 2015). The latter is regarded as one of the most important cross-border big events spanning 
city, architecture, and art in China.

Wu is a devoted architecture scholar. His research fields cover architectural history, urban planning, 
and urban regeneration and urban governance. His portfolio also features the publication of several 
high-profile books, including Elaborated Planning of Historical Streets: A New Perspective on Organic 
Urban Regeneration in Shanghai; Asian Cities: Planning and Development; Shanghai Urbanism at the 
Medium Scale; A History of Shanghai Architecture: 1840–1949; The Chinese Modern Architectural 
History (5 Vol.); and The History of Modern Architectural Education in China (1920–1980).
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A 1SINGLE-FAMILY  
 

RESIDENTIAL  PROJECTS

Honorary Mention 

- ASIA KARIM, INDIGENOUS 

(Bangladesh)
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Location: 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Award credit: 
ASIA KARIM, INDIGENOUS

Sabuj
Pata
HONORARY MENTION                             

A1｜Single-family Residential Projects
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A2MULTIFAMILY  
 

RESIDENTIAL  COMPLEXES

Honorary Mentions 

- SANJAY PURI (India)

- Shahla K Kabir, Suvro Sovon 

Chowdhury, Studio 

Morphogenesis Limited 

(Bangladesh)
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Location: 
Rajasthan, India

Award credit: 
SANJAY PURI

RAS 
Houses
HONORARY MENTION                            

A2｜Multifamily Residential Complexes
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Location: 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Award credit: 
Shahla K Kabir, Suvro 
Sovon Chowdhury, Studio 
Morphogenesis Limited

The
Statesman
HONORARY MENTION                           

A2｜Multifamily Residential Complexes
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B4
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B 1COMMERCIAL 
 

BUILDINGS

Honorary Mentions 

- Farrells (China)

- China Architecture Design & 

Research Group (China)

- Keiichiro Taniguchi, Ayumi 

Chihara, Tomohiko Hayata 

(Japan)

- Koji Okada, Sae Ito (Japan)
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Location: 
Shenzhen, China

Award credit: 
Farrells

One
Excellence
HONORARY MENTION                                

B1｜Commercial Buildings
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Location: 
Beijing, China

Award credit: 
China Architecture 
Design & Research Group

CADG 
Innovation 
& Scientific 
Research 
Demonstration 
Center
HONORARY MENTION                                         

B1｜Commercial Buildings
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Location: 
Tokyo, Japan

Award credit: 
Keiichiro Taniguchi, Ayumi 
Chihara, Tomohiko 
Hayata

Arakawa 
Building
HONORARY MENTION                            

B1｜Commercial Buildings
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Location: 
Tokyo, Japan

Award credit: 
Koji Okada, Sae Ito

DaiyaGate 
Ikebukuro
HONORARY MENTION                              

B1｜Commercial Buildings
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B4
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B2RESORT  
 

BUILDINGS

Honorary Mentions 

- JUNSEKINO ARCHITECT AND 

DESIGN (Thailand)

- Wutopia Lab (China)
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Location: 
Nakhon Si Thammarat, 
Thailand

Award credit: 
JUNSEKINO ARCHITECT 
AND DESIGN

Navakitel 
Design 
Hotel
HONORARY MENTION                             

B2｜Resort Buildings
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Location: 
Huizhou, China

Award credit: 
Wutopia Lab

The 
Aluminum 
Mountain
HONORARY MENTION                               

B2｜Resort Buildings
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B3INST ITUT IONAL 
 

BUILDINGS

Honorary Mentions Gold Winner

- VTN Architects, Nghia Vo 

Trong (Vietnam)

- Koji Okada, Toshimi Ura, 

Takahide Fukui (Japan)

- Yasuhiro Sube, Keisuke Aneha, 

Mitsubishi Jisho Sekkei (Japan)
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Academic-
Ark, 
Otemon 
Gakuin 
University
GOLD WINNER                                

Location: 
Osaka, Japan

Award credit: 
Yasuhiro Sube, Keisuke 
Aneha, Mitsubishi Jisho 
Sekkei
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Location: 
Hanoi, Vietnam

Award credit: 
VTN Architects, Nghia Vo 
Trong

Viettel 
Academy 
Educational 
Center
HONORARY MENTION                             

B3｜Institutional Buildings
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Location: 
Tokyo, Japan

Award credit: 
Koji Okada, Toshimi Ura, 
Takahide Fukui

Kokugakuin 
University 
Learning 
Center
HONORARY MENTION                              

B3｜Institutional Buildings
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B4
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B4SOCIAL 
AND 

CULTURAL BUILDINGS

Honorary Mentions Gold Winners

- Ming Zhang, Zi Zhang, 

Original Design Studio TJAD 

(China)

- YU Momoeda (Japan)

- Shen ZHUANG (China)

- OPEN Architecture (China)

ARCHIT
ECTURE A

SIA
 

PREVIE
W

 O
NLY



54
B4｜Social and Cultural Buildings
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Pocket 
Plaza, 
Yongjia 
Road, 
Shanghai
GOLD WINNER                                

SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE
ARCHITECTURE                      

Location: 
Shanghai, China

Award credit: 
Shen ZHUANG
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B4｜Social and Cultural Buildings
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UCCA 
Dune 
Art Museum
GOLD WINNER                                

Location: 
Qinhuangdao, China

Award credit: 
OPEN Architecture
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Location: 
Shenzhen, China

Award credit: 
Ming Zhang, Zi Zhang, 
Original Design Studio 
TJAD

Yan Luo 
Sports Park
HONORARY MENTION                              

B4｜Social and Cultural Buildings
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Location: 
Nagasaki, Japan

Award credit: 
YU Momoeda

Agri 
Chapel
HONORARY MENTION                              

B4｜Social and Cultural Buildings
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B5SPECIAL IZED 
 

BUILDINGS

Gold Winner

- Jeravej Hongsakul, IDIN 

Architects (Thailand)
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B5｜Specialized Buildings

ARCHIT
ECTURE A

SIA
 

PREVIE
W

 O
NLY



75

Choui Fong 
Tea Café 2
GOLD WINNER                                

Location: 
Chiang Rai, Thailand

Award credit: 
Jeravej Hongsakul, IDIN 
Architects
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CINDUSTRIAL 
 

BUILDINGS

Honorary Mentions

- KUK HYEON KU, Studio Atelier 

Maroo (Korea)

- AZL ARCHITECTS (China)
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Location: 
Asan-si, Korea

Award credit: 
KUK HYEON KU, Studio 
Atelier Maroo

The 
Architecture 
Wears PVC 
Pipes
HONORARY MENTION                              

C｜Industrial Buildings
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Location: 
Jingdezhen, China

Award credit: 
AZL ARCHITECTS

BingDing 
Wood Kiln
HONORARY MENTION                              

C｜Industrial Buildings
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D2CONSERVATION PROJECTS: 
 

ADAPTIVE REUSE

Honorary Mention Gold Winner

- Jianguo Wang, Architects & 

Engineers Co., Ltd. of 

Southeast University (China)

- Ruiding Cai (China)
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D2｜Conservation Projects: Adaptive Reuse
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Dapeng 
Grain 
Warehouse 
Renovation
GOLD WINNER                                

Location: 
Shenzhen, China

Award credit: 
Ruiding Cai
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Location: 
Yixing, China

Award credit: 
Jianguo Wang, Architects 
& Engineers Co., Ltd. of 
Southeast University

Conservation 
and Renewal 
of Gunanjie 
Street 
Historic 
District
HONORARY MENTION                              

D2｜Conservation Projects: Adaptive Reuse
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EINTEGRATED 
 

DEVELOPMENT

Honorary Mention

- Weimin Zhuang, Hongjun 

Tang, Kuang Li (China)
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Location: 
Yan’an, China

Award credit: 
Weimin Zhuang, Hongjun 
Tang, Kuang Li

Yan’an 
Tourist 
Service 
Center
HONORARY MENTION                              

E｜Integrated Development
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SPECIAL AWARDS: 
 

SUSTAINABIL ITY

- Ming Zhang, Zi Zhang, Shu 

Qin (China)

- Yehao Song (China)

- OPEN Architecture (China)
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Location: 
Shanghai, China

Award credit: 
Ming Zhang, Zi Zhang, 
Shu Qin 

Pit Art 
Space

Special Awards: Sustainability
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Location: 
Ningde, China

Award credit: 
Yehao Song

Tea Leaf 
Market of 
Zhuguanlong 
Township

Special Awards: Sustainability
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Location: 
Shanghai, China

Award credit: 
OPEN Architecture

Tank 
Shanghai

Special Awards: Sustainability
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